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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 
 

FORM 5                     EUROPEAN STUDIES                       TIME: 1h 45min  
 

 

Name: _____________________________________                      Class: _______________ 

 

This examination paper consists of TWO parts, Part I and Part II. Candidates are to 

attempt BOTH parts and to read carefully the instructions within each part. 

 

 

PART I                                                                                                          (Total: 51 marks) 

 

Choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in the chosen 

sections. 
 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

1. The EU has achieved much since it was created in 1950.  Amongst other 

accomplishments, it has built a single market for goods and services, it has created the 

euro which makes the single market more efficient, it helps neighbouring countries 

prepare themselves for EU membership and it is the largest supplier of development 

and humanitarian aid programmes in the world. 

 

(1.1) How many European countries are part of the EU?  When did Malta become a 

Member State of the EU? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________(2 marks) 

 

(1.2) The EU is based on the rule of law.  This means that every action taken by the EU is 

founded on treaties that have been approved democratically by all EU Member States.  

Define the word ‘treaty’ and identify the particular treaty which gave increasing  

power to the European Parliament. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________(3 marks) 

 

(1.3) Identify the FOUR freedoms of the single market of the EU. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________(2 marks) 
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(1.4) How can students benefit from ONE of these freedoms? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________(2 marks) 
 

(1.5) The European Parliament is the only directly elected institution of the EU.  Briefly 

discuss the main roles of this institution. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (5 marks) 
 

(1.6) The European Commission is the EU’s executive body.  It represents the interests of 

Europe as a whole.  Briefly describe the structure of this major institution. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (2 marks) 
 

 

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe 
 

 

(1.1) When was the WTO established and what purpose does it serve? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (4 marks) 

 

(1.2) Briefly discuss the trade relations between the EU and the WTO. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (5 marks) 
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(1.3) The two world wars gave a great impetus to the development of air transport in almost 

all the countries of the world.  Discuss FOUR advantages and FOUR disadvantages 

of this important mode of transport. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (8 marks) 

 

 

Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities 
 

1. Unemployment is often used as a measure of the health of the economy.  It occurs when 

a person who is actively searching for employment is unable to find work. 

 

(1.1) What do you understand by the term ‘unemployment rate’ and how is it calculated? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (3 marks) 

 

 

(1.2) Give FOUR ways how governments can decrease the unemployment situation of their 

country. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (8 marks) 
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(1.3) Inequalities in wealth and income and a high unemployment rate in a country have 

 been shown to be linked to negative social effects.  Discuss.   

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (6 marks) 

       
 

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment 
 

(1.1) The benefits of physical exercise and sports are numerous.  Physical exercise and sports 

help to burn calories and build a stronger body.  Moreover, keeping active greatly 

prevents sickness and health issues.  Discuss. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (8 marks) 

 

 

2. Natural resources are being used at a rapid rate.  Large areas of land are being 

converted for human use.  While some people believe that public land should be 

managed by the method of conservation, others are in favour of carrying out 

development in these areas.   

 

(2.1) What do you understand by the word ‘conservation’? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (3 marks) 

 

 



European Studies – Form 5 Secondary – 2016                                                                                        Page 5 of 7   

 

(2.2)  The Camargue is a unique area lying between two arms of the Rhone river.  It is a 

paradise for migratory birds, a nesting area for flamingos and home to bulls and 

horses.  It is covered with meadows, ponds, swamps and salt marshes.  What 

measures were taken to preserve this special atmosphere of the Camargue? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (3 marks) 
 

(2.3) Mention THREE industries which make demands upon the limited resources of the 

Camargue. 

 

i. ______________________________ 

 

ii. ______________________________ 

 

iii. ______________________________                                                              (3 marks) 
 

 

Section 5 − Cultural Heritage 
 

(1.1) Briefly describe the North American influences on contemporary Europe in the 

following areas: 
 

Food 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sports 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Fashion 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________ (9 marks) 
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(1.2) The development of printing in the 15th century is largely attributed to the Gutenberg 

brothers who developed the first large scale printing press. Their invention had 

dramatic effects on European civilisation.  Discuss. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (6 marks) 

 

(1.3) Give the name of an important person who is associated with the following: 

 

i. Liberalism _________________________ 

 

ii. Communism _________________________                                                (2 marks) 
 

 

 

PART II                                                                                                         (Total: 34 marks) 

  

Answer any TWO questions in essay form.  

 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

The history of the European Union has been a prolonged period of peace and cooperation that 

continues to evolve and develop today.  Discuss. 

 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

Since its creation, the CAP has always been adapted to respond to the challenges of its time.  

Significant reforms have been made in recent years to modernise the sector and make it more 

market-oriented.  Give a brief description of the CAP and discuss ways in which it 

contributes to the European farming industry. 

 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities 

 

The absence of work, the quality of work, gender discrimination and unacceptably high youth 

unemployment are all at the heart of politics today.  Discuss the challenges a country faces 

because of changing patterns of employment. 

    (17 marks) 
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Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment 

 

Research shows that the impact of a healthy diet on a person’s quality of life is far-reaching.  

The World Health Organisation has stated that opting for a balanced and varied diet is an 

important step towards a happy and healthy lifestyle.  Discuss. 

 

 (17 marks) 

 

 

Section 5 − Cultural Heritage  

 

Socialism is a social and economic system which is central to European political thought.  

Discuss the main distinctive features of  Socialism. 

 

 (17 marks) 
 

 


